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Wordsworth again follows Coleridge, for when he says that
the power of imagination
Doth like an agent of the one great Mind
Create . . .
we are hearing Coleridge's 'the primary imagination I hold
to be ... a repetition in the finite mind of the eternal act of
creation in the infinite / ant.
Wordsworth, however, does not represent the imagination
as working alone in this act of creation; other parts of the
child's personality are involved; above all, his active response
to his mother and those around him. The child is not an
'outcast' working alone. His creation of a world of objects is
not his alone; the co-operation of society is necessary to com-
plete the activity of his own original powers. The child 'claims
manifest kindred with an earthly soul'; the 'discipline of love'
is ever present; the flower 'to which he points his hand, too
weak to gather it* is plucked for him; and he quickly learns
the active and emotional responses to objects of those who
live with him. And in saying this Wordsworth no doubt gives
a fuller psychological account of the primary imagination than
Coleridge. He is quite right in insisting on the importance of
social co-operation, and in refusing to view the creativeness of
the imagination in the making of its world as the activity of
the isolated mind. It is in all strictness true that the child's
affections for and dependence on others are of the most vital
importance to the activity of the imagination. The entire life
of the child is involved in its creativeness, and not merely an
abstract faculty. The imagination, the primary organ of know-
ledge, is part and parcel of a personality reaching in a hundred
ways to an environment of people, in what psychologists are
accustomed to call 'intersubjective intercourse'. The know-
ledge of other minds and of objects as responded to by other
minds, is made possible only through the affectionate ministra-
tion of his mother and others; without this life of action and
emotional response the imagination could never obtain a